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Newborn Screening Quality Improvement Hints

IMPORTANCE OF BIRTHWEIGHT
DSHS Newborn Screening (NBS) Laboratory evaluates test results based on birthweight. 

Leaving the birthweight blank on the NBS demographic page may delay testing.
Test results may not be accurate if the weight is wrong or not in grams.

For a weight conversion chart and other NBS Healthcare Provider Resources visit:
dshs.texas.gov/lab/nbsHCRes.shtm

TIPS TO ENSURE ACCURATE TEST RESULTS
• Always record the birthweight on the NBS demographic page; do not leave it blank.

• Record the weight of the baby at the time of birth, NOT the weight at the time of specimen collection.

• Always record birthweight in GRAMS.

• Use the weight conversion chart as needed to ensure the correct weight in grams is being recorded.

• Do not include periods or commas when filling in birthweight on the demographic form.

• For 3-digit low birthweights, record on the right side of the birthweight field.

DSHS Newborn Screening Laboratory
NewbornScreeningLab@dshs.texas.gov
1-888-963-7111 ext. 7333
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